AUTISM.

Every step together

EARLY YEARS SUPPORT PATHWAY
RESEARCH EVALUATION

A key goal of services funded by the Social Investment Agency is measuring
long-term outcomes to understand what works.

For the Autism New Zealand Early Years Support Pathway this is measured in
two ways:

1. Social Investment Agency evaluation

The Social Investment Agency will use the Integrated Data Infrastructure (IDI)
research database to measure outcomes. It holds de-identified data about
people and households. The data is about life events, like education, income,
benefits, migration, justice, and health. It comes from government agencies,
Stats NZ surveys, and other non-government organisations (NGOs). The data is
linked together, or integrated, to form the IDI.

The IDI will be used to measure outcomes in three key areas:
a. Child participation in early childhood education

Does the service increase the number of hours children can participate in
early childhood education?

b. Child attendance in primary school

Does the service increase the number of hours children can participate in
primary school?

c. Parental income

Does the service support parent’s capacity to participate in paid employment?

The Social Investment Agency will monitor progress of tamariki and whanau
accessing the Early Years Support Pathway. In this way they will be able to
measure whether the service is having a positive outcome.

You and your child’s demographic information (either your national unique
identifier - NHI humber or your name, sex, gender, date of birth, address as well
as date you start and finish the service) will be shared with Statistics New
Zealand to be used in the IDI.

Data in the IDI is de-identified. This means information like names, dates of
birth, and addresses has been removed. Numbers that can be used to identify
people, like IRD and NHI numbers, are encrypted (replaced with another
number).

Research results are checked before they're released to make sure individuals
can't be identified.

De-identified data fact sheet provides more detail.



https://www.stats.govt.nz/methods/de-identified-data-fact-sheet
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Your information in the IDI explains why we are unable to retrieve personal
information in the IDI on request.

Providing your demographic information to the IDI is required to participate in
the Autism New Zealand Early Years Support Pathway.

2. Autism New Zealand evaluation

The Autism New Zealand evaluation measures whether support through the
Early Years Pathway improves outcomes for autistic tamariki and their whanau.
It also aims to understand how these changes occur. We will collect data for
three key outcome areas:

a. Parent-child engagement.

Does the service help you understand your child better and support the
ways that they communicate?

b. Parental and whanau wellbeing

Does the service help you be more confident and capable as a parent,
increase your wellbeing, and decrease stress?

c. Acceptability, appropriateness and feasibility of the Early Years Support
Pathway

What works well and what could be improved in the service?

We will arrange data collection hui with you at several timepoints: (a) before you
start the service, (b) every six months while receiving support through the
service, and (c) directly after you complete the service. Each session will be
about 1.5 hours and involve a team member asking questions about the key
outcome areas as well as capturing audio of you talking about your child, and
video of you interacting with your child.

The research has ethical approval from the Aotearoa Research Ethics Committee,
and a detailed information sheet and consent form will be provided and
explained before you start the service. Your information will be kept confidential
and only anonymised information will be shared with the Social Investment
Agency and in public reports.

Participating in Autism New Zealand’s evaluation is voluntary. You do not have to
participate in the evaluation in order to access support through the Autism New
Zealand Early Years Support Pathway.


https://www.stats.govt.nz/integrated-data/integrated-data-infrastructure/your-information-in-the-idi/

