
Is this
propaganda?

1.Check how much of the post is facts vs

emotional language. Most of this post is factual

claims, with two instances of emotional language

(using the words “hate” and “worship”). 

2.Check if any facts included in the post are

true. A quick Google search should show that

most of the “Nazis” column is broadly accurate

with one or two exceptions; and the “Democrats”

column is mostly not true. (Democrats in the US

are not socialists; while they do promote stricter

gun laws than Republicans, “no guns” is a big

exaggeration; their platform does not mention

media mind control or worshipping the

government at any point, etc.)

3.Check where the person posting got their

information from. No source is provided for the

graphic itself or for any of the claims made.

 

4.Check whether the post is trying to make you

feel angry, guilty, or upset. Yes – the post is

trying to make you angry with the Democrats for

aligning their policies with Nazis.
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Conclusion: Most of the facts in the post are not true; no source is

provided for any of the claims made; and the post is trying to make

you angry with a particular political group. This post is propaganda.



Is this
propaganda?

1.Check how much of the post is facts vs emotional language. A

combination – there are a few facts (Biden is in cognitive decline, the

media is unwilling to discuss it, there is a presidential election coming

up); and some emotional language at the end.

2.Check if any facts included in the post are true. The claim that Biden

is in cognitive decline is debatable, with some credible sources on both

sides; however on balance it seems likely that he is not. There are

many easily accessible media articles about this topic (notice that this

post uses one of the phrases to look out for: “No one in the media [is]

willing to discuss”). 

3.Check where the person posting got their information from. No source

is provided. 

4. Check whether the post is trying to make you feel angry, guilty, or

upset. Yes – the post is trying to make you feel anxious about the

possibility of a US President whose cognitive function is not up to the

job being elected.
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Conclusion: The post’s central claim (the media is unwilling to

discuss Biden’s cognitive state) is not true; its secondary claim

(Biden is in cognitive decline) is debatable. No source is provided,

and the post is trying to make readers feel anxious. This is

propaganda. 



Is this
propaganda?

1.Check how much of the post is

facts vs emotional language. No

emotional language here – it’s all

information.

2.Check if any facts included in the

post are true. None of the claims in

this post are true. Make sure to

check the credibility of your sources

when fact-checking – does the

information come from somewhere

reliable and legitimate, like

Snopes.com or a mainstream media

source, or from somewhere

unreliable and potentially biased,

like someone’s personal blog, or a

Facebook page?
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Conclusion: None of the claims in this post are true. No sources are

provided; and the post uses the suspicious phrase “Do your own

research”. The post is trying to make readers anxious that

something bad is happening, without providing any evidence. This is

propaganda.

3.Check where the person posting got their information from. No source

is provided – and the post uses a phrase to watch out for: “Do your own

research”.  

4. Check whether the post is trying to make you feel angry, guilty, or

upset. Yes – think about why this was posted. The post is trying to make

you feel worried and anxious that something horrible is secretly

happening.



Propaganda
checklist

Is this post trying to change my opinion or my beliefs?

Is the post using a lot of emotional language?

Is the post making claims that I know aren’t true? Can I

find any reliable sources to back up the post’s claims?

Does the post provide any sources for its information? Are

those sources reliable?

Does the post make me feel angry, anxious, guilty, or

upset? Is the post trying to manipulate my emotions?


